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PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES - ADOPT-A-POLITICIAN SCHEME 
Statement by Member for Serpentine-Jarrahdale 

MR A.J. SIMPSON (Serpentine-Jarrahdale) [12.56 pm]:  I acknowledge and bring to the attention of the 
house the plight of people with disabilities and their families.  On 1 August I attended a ceremony for the adopt-
a-politician scheme whereby a family of a person with a mental disability adopts a member of Parliament.  The 
member can then gain a greater understanding of the issues and problems facing a family in that situation.  The 
experience is an eye-opener.  This is a positive initiative that I believe will help make me a better representative 
for my constituents.  Having an understanding of the issue is important to me as I have been in contact with 
many constituents whose son or daughter has a physical or mental disability.  Since I became a member of 
Parliament, those constituents have informed me of the bare minimum of support they receive as carers.  Many 
have told me of the troubles they have experienced, especially in obtaining help to care for their children or to 
transport them to or from work, school and other activities.  Several constituents have contacted me about the 
difficulty they have in obtaining transport services and accommodation for their children or dependants with 
disabilities.  Young adults are living in nursing homes with people four times their age and some parents of 
children with disabilities have had to quit work to look after them.  The mother of the young man who adopted 
me last month told me that her family moved to Western Australia 20 years ago because they had heard that WA 
offered better opportunities for Adam.  It is about time that we lived up to that reputation.  I know that I will and 
I will do my best to make sure that the state does too.  I hope my colleagues on both sides of the chamber will 
support me in this endeavour and in protecting some of the most vulnerable people in our society. 
 


